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A. Syllabus for SELPO03 Sociology of European Law (15 credits, second
cycle, A1IN)

The course was adopted by the Board of the Faculty of Social Science on 15
December, 2011.

The syllabus was approved by the Division of Sociology of Law on 16
November, 2011.

B. Course details
Main field of study: the sociology of law.

The course is offered as a freestanding course in sociology of law and as a
compulsory course within the Master of Science (120 credits) Programme in
Sociology of Law - European Law.

The language of instruction is English.
C. Learning Outcomes
Knowledge and Understanding

On completion of the course the student shall:

- demonstrate an extensive knowledge of the legal foundations, integration
processes and development directions of the European Union;

- Dbe able to use theoretical and empirical findings in sociology of law in
order to better comprehend and assess current trends and developments
of law in the context of the European Union;

- demonstrate the commonalities and differences in socio-legal cultures
and traditions in Europe and its possible effects on the implementation of
European legislation;

- become familiar with some of the socio-legal research on EU law and
policy;

- learn to plan research on EU Law and policy
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D. Competences and Skills
On completion of the course, the student shall

- demonstrate an ability to independently, systematically and critically
integrate knowledge produced within the academic field of sociology of
law and contemporary problems related to socio-legal processes behind
the development of the European Union;

- design, execute and reflect on all stages of the research process within a
predetermined time frame;

- be able to communicate the results of learning and research processes and
discuss the conclusion and arguments on which they are based in
dialogue with different kinds of audiences both in writing and orally,
using proper academic references and citations.

E. Judgment and Approach

On completion of the course, the student shall
- demonstrate the ability to make assessments in sociology of law informed

by relevant disciplinary, social and ethical aspects of research.
- demonstrate insight into the possibilities and limitations of research, its
role in society and the responsibility of the individual for how it is used.
- demonstrate the capacity to identify personal need for further knowledge
and take responsibility for his or her ongoing learning.

F. Course Content

The course is divided into two modules. Module One introduces students to the
research and theory in European sociology of law, while Module Two focuses on
the methodological issues of doing research, generally, but writing a master’s
dissertation (or thesis) related to EU law and policy, in particular.

This course is, therefore, specifically designed to familiarize students with
research and debate within EU law and policy from a socio-legal standpoint. At
the same time, it prepares students for writing their dissertation. It starts with
discussing research theory and European law and policy, and ends by producing
a “research proposal”. This proposal will lay the foundation for students’
dissertations.

G. Teaching and Assessment

The course is taught as a web-based distance course. It is based on a combination
of web-based filmed and written lectures. Students will mainly work through
individual studies and through the consecutive handing in of independent
assignments and papers.



Assessment is based on written assignments or papers on specific issues and
critical reflections on the course literature.

In connection with the course students are offered three examinations: a regular
examination, a re-examination and one additional re-examination. Within one
year after the course, students are offered a minimum of two additional re-
examinations. Thereafter, more examinations are offered but in accordance with
current course content.

H. Grades

The grades awarded are A, B, C, D, E or Fail. The highest grade is A, and the
lowest passing grade is E. The grade for a non-passing result is Fail.

The student’s performance is assessed with reference to the learning outcomes of
the course. For the grade of E the student must show acceptable results. For the
grade of D the student must show satisfactory results. For the grade of C the
student must show good results. For the grade of B the student must show very
good results. For the grade of A the student must show excellent results.

For the grade of Fail the student must have shown unacceptable results.

At the start of the course students are informed about the learning outcomes
stated in the syllabus and about the grading scale and how it is applied in the
course.

I. Specific Entry Requirements

To be eligible for the course the student must have at least a Bachelor’s degree
including three terms (1-90 credits) of studies in sociology of law or another
subject of relevance to the course, e.g. sociology, law, political science, social
work, or the equivalent.

Since the course is conducted in English, an advance language proficiency in the
English language is necessary (English B). Language proficiency shall be
demonstrated in one of the following ways:

- IELTS score of 6.5 (with no section less than 5.5)

- TOEFL paper-based score of 4.5 (scale 1-6) in written test and a total
score of 575; internet based score of 20 (scale 0-30) and a total score of
90

- Cambridge/Oxford — Advanced Certificate of Proficiency

- A Bachelor’s degree from a university where English is the only language
of instruction, according to the International Handbook of Universities

- Apass on English course B (Swedish upper secondary school).



J. Literature

This is a research-based course and therefore the number of pages is not a
reliable indicator of either scope or the depth of the course. However, the course
consists of approximately 1000 selected pages from electronic books, 150 pages
articles, at least 400 pages individual reading of peer-reviewed texts related to an
individual project.

Books

Arnull, Anthony Eeckhout, Piet, and Tridimas, Takis (2008) Continuity and
Change in EU Law. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Barkey, Henri J. (2009) European Responses to Globalization; Resistance,
Adaptation and Alternatives. Bingley, Emerald Group Publishing Limited.

Bradley, John, George, Petrakos and lulia, Traistaru (Eds) (2005) Integration,
Growth and Cohesion in an Enlarged European Union. New York: Springer, cop.

Chalmers, Damian, Gareth, Davies, Giorgio, Monti (Eds) (2010) European
Union law: Cases and Material. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Daugbjerg, Carsten and Alan, Swinbank (2009) Ideas, Institutions, and Trade:
the WTO and the Curious role of EU Farm Policy in Trade Liberalization.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Jeffrey, Stacey (2010) Integrating Europe: Informal Politics and Institutional
Change, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Piris, Jean-Claude (2010) The Lisbon Treaty: a Legal and Political Analysis.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Prechal, Sacha and Bert, van Roermund (2008) The Coherence of EU Law: The
Search for Unity in Divergent Concepts. Oxford: Oxford University Press

Selck, Torsten J. (Ed.) (2008) Preferences and Procedures: European Union
Legislative Decision-Making. Springer e-books Boston, MA: Springer.

Stone Sweet, Alec (2004) The Judicial Construction of Europe. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Trondal, Jarle (2010) An Emergent European Executive Order. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

von Bogdandy Armin and Jurgen Bast (Eds) (2010) Principles of European
Constitutional Law. Oxford: Hart, cop.

Wrase, Jeffrey M. (2009) European Monetary Union and Capital Markets.
Bingley, Emerald Group Publishing Limited.



Articles

Cohen, Antonin and Antoine, Vauchez (2007) Introduction: Law, Lawyers, and
Transnational Politics in the Production of Europe. Law & Social Inquiry,
Volume 32, Issue 1, pp. 75-82.

Falkner, Gerda (2010) Institutional Performance and Compliance with EU Law:
Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia. Journal of Public Policy,
Vol.30 No. 1, pp 101-116

Grewal, Shivdeep Singh (2010) Habermas, Law and European Social Policy: A
Rejoinder to Murphy. Journal of European Public Policy, Vol. 17, No. 2, pp.
282-298.

Harm, Schepel (2007) The European Brotherhood of Lawyers: The Reinvention
of Legal Science in the Making of European Private Law. Law & Social Inquiry,
Volume 32, Issue 1, 183-199.

Heyvaert, Veerle (2009) Globalisation, Regulation Reaching Beyond the Border
of Chemical Safety. Journal of Law and Society, Vol. 36 No. 1, pp 110-128.

Larsson, Stefan (2011) The Path Dependence of European Copyright, 8:1
SCRIPT:ed 8. Available at http://www.law.ed.ac.uk/ahrc/script-ed/vol8-
1/larsson.asp

Murphy, Mark (2005) Between Facts, Norms and a Post-national Constellation:
Habermas, Law and European Social Policy. Journal of European Public Policy,
Vol. 12 No. 1, pp. 143-156

Vauchez, Antoine (2007) Embedded Law, Political Sociology of the European
Community of Law: Elements of a Renewed Research Agenda. European
University Institute, Working Paper RSCAS 2007/23 Robert Shuman Centre for
Advanced Studies, Florence. p 29.

VVon Bogdandy, Armin (2004), Globalization and Europe: How to Square
Democracy, Globalization, and International Law. The European Journal of
International Law, Vol. 15 No.5, p 885-906.

Von Bogdandy, Armin (2010) Founding Principles of EU Law: A Theoretical
and Doctrinal Sketch. European Law Journal, VVol. 16, No. 2, pp. 95-111.

List of references for Module One

1) Simon Hix and Klaus Goetz, “Introduction: European Integration and
National Political Systems” (a copy is attached)

2) Erik O. Eriksen, Normativity in European Union (Palgrave, 2014). An e-
copy IS available at:



3)
4)
5)

6)

7)

http://books.google.se/books?id=cUVGAgAAQBAI&Pg=PA10&Ipg=P
A10&dg=%22risk+management%22+normativity&source=bl&ots=CtY
OzFB5-
D&sig=d8vLg82JKuTW69djOypNFYXisCO&hl=sv&sa=X&ei=0TXJUp
uDIsWOtAa3nIC4DQ&ved=0CHcQ6AEWBzgK#v=0nepage&q=%22ris
k%20management%22%20normativity&f=false

Volkmar Gessner and David Nelken, European Ways of Law: Towards a
European Sociology of Law. (Oxford, Hart, 2007)

Hanne Petersen, et al. (eds) Pradoxes of European Legal Integration
(Ashgate 2008)

David Trubek and Louise Trubek, “New Governance and Legal
Regulation” (A copy is attached.

Von Bogdandy, Armin (2010) Founding Principles of EU Law: A
Theoretical and Doctrinal Sketch. European Law Journal, Vol. 16, No. 2,
pp. 95-111.

Vauchez, Antoine (2007) Embedded Law, Political Sociology of the
European Community of Law: Elements of a Renewed Research Agenda.
European University Institute, Working Paper RSCAS 2007/23 Robert
Shuman Centre for Advanced Studies, Florence. p 29

List of references for Module Two

1.

9.

Doucet, Andrea, “Feminist Methodology and Epistemology” at

http://http-
server.carleton.ca/~adoucet/pdfs/Doucet Mauthner Feminist Methods 2

006.pdf Walliman, Nicholas, Your Research Project: A step by step
guide...(Sage, various editions) .

Banakar, Reza and Max Travers (eds) Theory and Method in Socio-Legal
Research (Oxford, Hart Publishing, 2005).

Oriici, E. and Nelken, D., eds., (2007) Comparative Law: A

Handbook. Oxford: Hart.

McConville, Mike and Chui, W. Hong, Research Methods for Law
(Edinburgh University Press, 2010) .

Hart, Chris, Doing Literature Review(London, Sage, 2007)

Samuel, G. (2009) ‘Interdisciplinarity and the Authority Paradigm:
Should Law be Taken Seriously by Scientists and Social Scientists?’,
Journal of Law and Society 36: 431-59.

Hoecke, Van M., ed., (2011) Methodologies of legal Research: Which
Kind of Method for What Kind of Discipline. Oxford: Hart.

Coyle, S. and Pavlakos, G., eds., (2005) Jurisprudence and Legal
Science. Oxford: Hart Publishing.

Davies, Martin Brett, Doing a Successful Research Project (London,
Palgrave/Macmillan, 2007.

10. Morris, Caroline and Murphy, Cain, Getting a PhD in Law (Hart, 2011)
11. Cryer, R. et al. Research Methodologies in EU and International Law

(Oxford, Hart, 2011).

12. Haplin, A. (2001) Reasoning With Law. Oxford: Hart Publishing.
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13. Katharine T. Bartlett, Feminist Legal Methods, 103 Harvard Law Review
829-888 (1989).

14. Hemmersly, Martin, “On Feminist methodology” in 26/2 (1992)
Sociology at http://soc.sagepub.com/content/26/2/187.short

15. Scales, Ann, Legal Feminism (2006) New York University Press
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